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SUBJECT:STANDARDS FOR SILVERPLATED FLATWARE AND HOLLOW ARE 

1 . A U.S. MANUFACTURER, INTERNATIONAL SILVER COMPANY 
(INSILCO) MERIDEN CONNECTICUT EXPRESSED CONCERN THAT THE 
NATIONAL FEDERATION OF FRENCH JEWELERS AND SILVERSMITHS MAY 
PROPOSE TO THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT NEW AND STRINGENT STAND- 
ARDS FOR SILVER PLATED FLATWARE AND HOLLO WARE PRODUCTS. 

ACCORDING TO INSILCO, THE PROPOSED ELECTROPLATE DEPOSIT RE- 
QUIREMENTS WOULD BE 10 MICRONS AND 33 MICRONS RESPECTIVELY, 

FOR HOLLOWARE AND FLATWARE PRODUCTS, IN ORDER TO BE SOLD AS 
"SILVERPLATED" IN FRANCE. SHOULD THE GOF ADOPT THESE 
STANDARDS, INSILCO FEELS ITS PRODUCTS, WHICH ARE RELATIVELY 
LOW END QUALITY AND PRICE, WOULD BE DISADVANTAGED COMPETI- 
TIVELY. REPORTEDLY, LOW END QUALITY AND LOW PRICE PRODUCTS 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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PAGE 02 STATE 083330 

COULD BE MARKETED AS "WHITE METAL" UNDER THE PROPOSAL. FYI 
U.S. HAS NO OFFICIAL CIVILIAN STANDARDS (DOD HAS ITS OWN 
STANDARDS) REGARDING MICRON THICKNESS OF ELECTROPLATE DE- 
POSITS FOR SILVERPLATE. MANUFACTURERS REPUTATION, PRICES 
AND CONSUMER PREFERENCE ARE FACTORS INFLUENCING CONSUMER 
CHOICES. ACCORDING TO THE MANUFACTURING JEWELERS AND 
SILVERSMITHS ASSOCIATION "WHITE METAL" WOULD CONNOTE AN IN- 
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FERIOR PRODUCT, REGARDLESS OF ITS DURABILITY. END FYI 

2. ACTION REQUESTED: EMBASSY IS REQUESTED TO DISCUSS 
THIS MATTER WITH GOF OFFICIALS AND BRING TO THEIR ATTEN- 
TION OUR CONCERN OVER THE POSSIBLE IMPOSITION OF SUCH AN 
UNDULY HIGH STANDARD WHICH WOULD IN PRACTICE PREVENT THE 
SALE IN FRANCE OF LESS EXPENSIVE U.S. MADE SILVERPLATE. 

WE RECOGNIZE FRENCH CONCERN TO PROTECT CONSUMERS, HOW- 
EVER WE BELIEVE THAT THERE ARE METHODS FOR INFORMING CON- 
SUMERS REGARDING THE QUALITY OF PRODUCTS WHICH WOULD NOT 
ERECT A TRADE BARRIER. ONE SUCH METHOD COULD BE FOR THE 
MANUFACTURERS THEMSELVES TO VOLUNTARILY INFORM CONSUMERS. 
THIS WOULD INFORM CONSUMERS WITHOUT RESTRICTING PRODUCT 
AVAILABILITY. 

3. EMBASSY MAY WISH TO CONTACT INTERNATIONAL SILVER-EU- 
ROPE, MR. PHILIP DE CHABERT AT 6 RUE DE LA BERMI PARIS, 

TELEPHONE 225 961 TO DISCUSS INSILCO'S COMPLAINT. COPIES 

OF PERTINENT BACKGROUND MATERIAL ARE AVAILABLE FROM DE 
CHABERT AND ARE BEING AIR-POUCHED TO THE EMBASSY-ATTENTION 
STANDARDS. 

VANCE 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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